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1. Context and Motivations 
 Dickens gained huge popularity through the timely publication of A Christmas 
Carol in 1843. His reputation and credit as a distinguished novelist are still recognized 
and high today, and A Christmas Carol is probably his best-known work. As an 
example, Disney’s first film version of A Christmas Carol came out and drew 
worldwide attention in 2009. The scenes from this film are still vivid in our memory 
and people from children to the old-aged appreciated this story again. As of 2014, A 
Christmas Carol has been translated into dozens of different languages and there are 
about 70 Japanese translations of this novel.  
After his success with A Christmas Carol, Dickens resolved to write a new 
Christmas story every year. In 1844, he published The Chimes and it inherits from A 
Christmas Carol the plot that the protagonist is haunted by Spirits and given warnings 
which make him convert. However, in marked contrast to the popularity of A 
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Christmas Carol, Dickens’ second Christmas story remains a relatively unknown work. 
Especially in Japan, little attention has been given to The Chimes, there is only one 
Japanese translation, and so far the study of the work has been superficial. Moreover, 
criticisms of The Chimes differ according to individual reactions and remain a matter 
to be discussed further. I have been intrigued by the need to clarify just what are the 
contributing factors in the long running neglect of The Chimes - particularly in the 
light of extraordinary and long-lived fame of A Christmas Carol. In this study, I have 
demonstrated that the primary differences between two works from various angles in 
order to show why this might be so. 
 
2. Outline of the Thesis 
 This thesis is organized into the following chapters:  
 Chapter 1: Charles Dickens’s Biography 
     1.1 Early Life  
        1.1.1 Warren’s Blacking Warehouse  
         1.1.2 Marshalsea Debtor’s Prison  
     1.2 Journalistic Career  
     1.3 Success as an Author  
     1.4 Engagement with His Audience  
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 Chapter 2: The Victorian Society 
   2.1 Education of Children  
   2.2 Population  
   2.3 The New Poor Law  
   2.4 The Chartist Movement 
  
 Chapter 3: Plot Structure and Narrative Technique  
   3.1 Plot Summary  
       3.1.1 A Christmas Carol  
      3.1.2 The Chimes 
   3.2 Protagonists  
       3.2.1 Scrooge  
       3.2.2 Toby  
   3.3 Supernatural Phenomena  
       3.3.1 Scrooge’s Journey with Three Ghosts  
     3.3.2 Toby’s Journey with The Spirit of the Chimes 
   3.4 The Climax  
    3.4.1 A Christmas Carol  
    3.4.2 The Chimes  
 
The first chapter showed Dickens’s autobiographical elements with special reference to 
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A Christmas Carol by extracting from his biography. An especially important case is 
that 12 year old Charles sent to work at Warren’s Blacking Warehouse. Moreover, his 
father became a bankrupt and was brought to the debtor’s prison, the Marshalsea. 
Charles had to work without going to school; hence, it was necessary for him to study 
alone. His extremely traumatic experience left a permanent scar on him. He went 
through tremendous hardship to obtain a challenging position as a journalist and carved 
his way to national fame as a writer. 
 Additionally, I have clarified the shadow side of Dickens such as his financial 
and mental difficulties. While he kept the secret of his traumatic childhood experience 
from others for a long time, he was constantly threatened by this murky past. These 
mental stresses were likely to have had an adverse impact on his writing and he wrote 
his autobiographical elements into A Christmas Carol to release his stored stresses. 
Also, I disclosed the fact that Dickens organized public readings, theatrical 
performances on many occasions and the most frequently performed work is A 
Christmas Carol until shortly before his death.  
To sum it up, Dickens established his own new forms of conveying his 
productions like a medieval morality play and developed his relationship with a wider 
audience. What this makes clear is that Dickens was emotionally attached to the story 
and his devotion to readers and listeners obviously played an important part in the 
continuing popularity of this work. 
In Chapter 2, I took a close look at the realistic scenes and allusions from a 
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historical point of view. Above all, I touched upon several issues that require particular 
attentions, such as the education of children, the population question, the New Poor 
Law and the Chartist movement. These are all issues that Dickens described in A 
Christmas Carol and The Chimes as requiring particular attentions. It emerged from 
my research that Dickens’s descriptions of these scenes were realistic and 
unexaggerated.  
Chapter 3 made a detailed analysis of the differences between these two works 
from various perspectives such as, plot structure and narrative technique, protagonists 
and supernatural phenomena. They have almost the same theme - a protagonist who 
regains his humanity after receiving a warning in a dream - but Dickens’s imagination 
in A Christmas Carol is extraordinary. He successfully depicts the fantasy world in 
ornate detail, as can be seen from the panoramic scene with Scrooge and four ghosts. 
For example, I pointed out that Dickens applies the ghosts to Scrooge’s life: past, 
present and future, and they have specific characteristics. Furthermore, I revealed the 
reasons why we are quite in sympathy with Scrooge and sincerely hope that he will 
obtain the opportunity of conversion. In short, Dickens is successful in demonstrating 
basic policies through Scrooge’s “one night journey to conversion”. Dickens has 
implemented effectively proactive and consistent narrative techniques for conveying 
the delineation of Scrooge through a process of gradual change. 
 
 On the other hand, Toby’s dream world is monotonous and we just observe a 
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repetition of social problems such as Meg’s suicide, the ruin of Lillian’s life and Will’s 
arson. The serious scenes in the story allow us to understand the Victorian background 
well, though, they are far from the fantastic atmosphere of Scrooge’s dream world. 
Also, Toby plays a minor role in his dream, and he acts like an outside observer. His 
personal characteristics are difficult to comprehend by readers, because Dickens fails 
to use his narrative technique to bring the best out of himself. I considered these 
elements to constitute the negative side of The Chimes.    
 From what has been discussed through this study, we can conclude that A 
Christmas Carol’s continuing popularity is well-deserved not only by Dickens’s great 
imagination, expressed through his essential writing skills and narrative techniques in a 
perfect combination but also by his strong dedication to this story that he shaped in a 
variety of ways. His excellent technique of depiction naturally fits into the new modern 
representation methods such as film and animation. Consequently, A Christmas Carol 
is the most beloved Christmas story by the people of the world, now and forever. In 
this study, I have explored the secrets of A Christmas Carol’s continuing popularity by 
comparison with The Chimes from various perspectives with a special emphasis on 
plot structure, narrative technique, the character of the protagonists and the use of 
supernatural phenomena. My analysis has concentrated on the differences between two 
works, but I believe that I provided the key to a deeper understanding of these works 
and contributed to open up new possibility for the study of Dickens.  
